
As Co-Chair of the Kupuna Caucus, Gregg 
helps lead support for measures enabling senior 
citizens to age in the comfort of their own 
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Happy New Year and best wishes for a 
successful Year of the Rat!

I’m looking forward to a very busy and 
productive 2020 session of the Legisla-
ture.  This newsletter describes some of 
my top legislative priorities in the past 

Gregg joined 
sign-wavers at the 
State Capitol in 
showing support for 
Meals on Wheels 
and other senior 
service programs. 
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Representative Gregg Takayama
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415 S. Beretania Street, Rm. 323
Honolulu, HI 96813
Phone: (808) 586-6340
E-mail: reptakayama@capitol.hawaii.gov

If you would like to be added to our e-mail list, please e-mail
reptakayama@capitol.hawaii.gov. 

Gregg volunteered 
last June to help 
plant native 
seagrasses and 
other vegetation 
on Kahoolawe as 
part of the ongoing 
effort to restore the 
island.

Sixth-grade 
students 

from 
Children’s 

House 
visited the 

Capitol last 
April and 

learned 
about State 
government 
from Gregg.
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Gregg met last month with a Highlands Intermediate School 8th 
grade social studies class taught by Dr. Seleana Dehaney to discuss ways 
to increase voting turnout.

Gregg’s office coordinated the collection of 432 pounds of gently used 
professional clothing, shoes and handbags for donation to the YWCA’s 
Dress for Success Program, which helps women – many formerly incar-
cerated or homeless – get back on their feet.

and coming sessions.

I also continue to work to secure support 
for improvement projects important to our 
community, especially our public schools.

Being accessible and responsive to you 
remains my top priority.  Please share your 
thoughts with me about any issue that 
concerns you or that you read about in this 
newsletter.

A final reminder: the U.S Constitution 
requires every single person living in 
the nation to be counted every 10 years, 
so you will be receiving an invitation to 
participate in the 2020 Census. Once the 
form arrives, you should respond for your 
household in one of three ways: online, by 
phone, or by mail. 

The Census Bureau will also deploy hun-
dreds of enumerators, who will go door-to-
door on April 1, 2020, to visit homes that 
have not responded by then.  The Census 
helps determine the amount of federal 
grants to states for important programs 
like Medicare and Medicaid, so please 
participate!

Mahalo,

Gregg Takayama
State Representative
reptakayama@capitol.hawaii.gov
(808) 586-6340

homes as long as possible.  

Kupuna Services.  The Kupuna Care 
program provides in-home support to 
seniors such as transportation, meals 
and daycare.  This year we secured 
about $9 million to support these 
services.

Caregiver assistance.  Unlike the 
Kupuna Care program, the Caregivers 
program – the first of its kind nation-
ally — provides help to the many 
family caregivers who are juggling 
their own jobs with caring for loved 
ones.  We provided $1.5 million to 
serve hundreds of caregivers.

Momilani Elem. – Jolie Murakami 
with dad Sean and mom Chris

Palisades Elem. —
 Zen Wong-Ogata

Waiau Elem. – Quincy Corpuz 
and dad Orlando

Pearl City Highlands Elem.— 
Hailey Marie Oshiro

Waimalu Elem. — 
Katelyn Madela and dad Arnold

Each year, Gregg presents a citizenship award to a deserving student at each district school.  
Congratulations to our 2019 winners!

HONORING 
outstanding citizens



In addition to the approval of the Pearl 
City Highlands pavilion, these other school 
projects were also approved in 2019:

HIGHLANDS INTERMEDIATE
$5.5 million for design and construction 
of campus-wide electrical upgrades; and 
site improvements. 

PALISADES ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
$5.5 million for design and construction 
of covered play court with storage and 
restrooms.

PEARL CITY HIGH SCHOOL
$2.5 million for construction of a baseball 
and softball complex; grounds and site 

improvements; and equipment.  
Also, $400,000 for parking lot resurfacing 
and road improvements.

WAIAU ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
$1.1 million for design and construction 
of campus-wide electrical upgrades and 
site improvements.

Joining fellow members of 
the Pearl City Lions Club 
at their annual Valentine’s 
Day fundraising breakfast, 
Gregg served Pearl City 
Neighborhood Board Chair 
Larry Veray.

Students at 
Pearl City 
Highlands 
Intermediate 
School use this 
new pavilion 
as a gathering 
place for out-
door activities 
and programs.  
The structure 
was built with 
a $300,000 
legislative 
appropriation.
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Healthy Aging Partnership.  This program promotes physical 
fitness among seniors through community exercise and disease 
prevention programs.  The Legislature passed HB 468, proposed 
by Gregg, to provide $550,000 for healthy aging.

Alzheimer’s Disease.  An increasing number of families are 
affected by Alzheimer’s Disease and dementia.  We created a 
state Alzheimer’s Disease and Related Dementia Services Coordi-
nator position to lead public and private efforts to help affected 
families. 

As Chair of the House Public Safety, Veterans & Military 
Affairs Committee, Gregg helps oversee efforts to make 
communities safer for families, keiki and kupuna.  

Crimes against seniors.  Gregg is proposing a measure to 
increase penalties against offenders who prey on vulnerable 
elderly citizens through purse-snatching, thefts and home 
invasions.  As our senior populations grows, we need to deter 
criminals who seek out seniors over age 60 as their potential 
victims.

Kupuna Care, Safety, Education 
among top legislative priorities
SUMMARY from page 1

IMPROVING PUBLIC SAFETY

www.Facebook.com/reptakayama

Fireworks enforcement.  We need to find ways to more 
effectively enforce laws against illegal aerials and other 
fireworks, including working with police and other officials to 
step up inspection of incoming cargo shipments.  

Correctional reforms.  Gregg is supporting efforts to ease 
inmate overcrowding by adding new housing modules at the 
Maui, Hilo and Kauai jails and seeking a replacement for the 
old Oahu Community Correctional Center, such as by buying 
the underused Federal Detention Center.  He also authored 
Act 179, which institutes bail reform measures and new 
initiatives to improve management of Hawaii correctional 
facilities.

Free community college.  To help ease the financial bur-
den of attending college, the Legislature funded the Promise 
Program, which provides gap funding for eligible community 
college students once other financial aid is exhausted.  We 
added $700,000 to fully implement the program, which has 
helped over 1,500 students since 2018.

Keiki Healthy and Ready to Learn Program.  This pro-
gram aims to keep our keiki healthy and ready to learn by 
providing access to public school nursing services.  This past 
year we provided $752,066 to expand the program.

We need to make life easier for Hawaii’s working families by 
reducing their tax burdens, making child care more accessi-
ble, and increasing our supply of affordable workforce hous-
ing.  These are legislative proposals Gregg will be advocating 
for in 2020:
•  Gradually raising the current minimum wage of $10.10 
    per hour over the next few years to at least $13 per hour.  
    We should also increase the earned income tax credit for 
    working low-income families to minimize their tax burden.
•  Increasing access to child care and preschools by 
    making more State facilities available, such as the 
    Stadium, convention center and school campuses.  
    Space is available during normal working hours in these 
    facilities for care providers to develop facilities convenient 
    for working parents.
•  Increasing housing by utilizing the hundreds of acres of 
    State-owned land around future rail stations.  The State 
    should invest in infrastructure (water and other utilities) to 
    enable housing construction at affordable prices. 

School improvements fundedACCESS TO EDUCATION

COST OF LIVING

The City’s Senior Information and 
Assistance Handbook contains a 
comprehensive list of local 
organizations that provide help for 
the elderly.  Our office receives many 
requests for the handbook and we 
now have copies available.

• If you are a constituent and would 
like a copy of the handbook, please 
call our office at 586-6340.

• The handbook also can be viewed on the following website: 
http://www.elderlyaffairs.com 

• If you have further questions, please call the Elderly Affairs 
Division at 768-7700.

Senior Information & 
Assistance Handbook available


