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Understanding H.R. 6

Topline: This immigration crisis is real, and the crisis i1s substantial. We can greatly reduce
the flood of migrants by enacting legislation to fix the Flores settlement agreement, amend
the Trafficking Victims Protection Reauthorization Act, and raise the credible fear standard.
All of these solutions are included in the Fix the Immigration Loopholes Act.

H.R. 6, however, doesn’t do anything to address the crisis at the border. H.R. 6 will actually
make the crisis worse by incentivizing more people to cross illegally in hopes of benefiting
from Democrats’ mass-legalization schemes.

The crisis by the numbers:
e Over the last month, Customs and Border Protection has apprehended an average of
4,500 people per day.

e The number of people apprehended this fiscal year (the last seven months) has already
surpassed any fiscal year total since 2009.

e On one single day in May, 5,235 individuals were apprehended.

e Individuals outside South and Central America have learned to take advantage of the
loopholes in our laws. Last week, a group of 116 individuals from African nations were
apprehended on the southern border.

e In April there were 58,474 family unit members and 8,897 unaccompanied alien minors
apprehended, and those numbers were surpassed before May ended.

e Border Patrol has encountered more than 180 large groups—those with over 100
people—so far this year. In May, the largest group on record was apprehended, with
over 1,000 people in it.

e Border Patrol processing centers are far beyond capacity. ICE detention facilities are full.
Even the NGOs providing shelter and other aid to migrants are completely overwhelmed.

e Perhaps the worst part about the flood of aliens coming to the border is the toll on children
brought on the journey. CBP has identified more than 3,000 potentially fraudulent family
units, and aliens are admitting they have either “borrowed” or “rented” or “bought”—yes,
“pbought”—a child because they know, if they arrive at the border with a child, they are all
but guaranteed to be admitted.

e Just this May, a 51-year-old Honduran national who had already been deported

brought an unrelated 6-month-old with him to help ensure he would be quickly
released into America’s interior.
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H.R. 6 would worsen the border crisis:
e H.R. 6 would provide amnesty to millions of people.

e H.R. 6 would provide a green card and special path to citizenship to any alien who:

e Entered the U.S. before the age of 18,
e Has been continuously present for at least four years before the date of enactment,
e Has continuously resided in the U.S. since entry, and

e Has met certain education requirements such as being enrolled in a program to
assist in getting a GED, obtaining a high school diploma, or being admitted to an
institute of higher education.

e Individuals are eligible whether they entered legally or illegally, regardless of how old they
are now and whether or not they are currently in some other lawful nonimmigrant
statuses. In addition, individuals are eligible —through a broad continuous presence
waiver authority —if they were removed from the U.S. or left the country after January 20,
2017. As a result, those individuals can apply for green cards from outside the U.S.

e H.R. 6 would provide green cards to criminals, including gang members, individuals
who committed potentially serious crimes as juveniles, and those with multiple DUI
convictions or misdemeanor firearms-related convictions.

e H.R. 6 would encourage fraudulent applications since an individual can withdraw the
application at any time without repercussion.

e H.R. 6 would not exclude aliens who committed immigration fraud.

e H.R. 6 would provide full green-card status to any alien currently benefitting from
Temporary Protected Status (TPS) or Deferred Enforced Departure (DED). Those
applying for green cards under the TPS or DED provisions of H.R. 6 must have had or
been eligible for TPS or DED on January 1, 2017.

e There are roughly 418,000 TPS recipients and between 840 and 3,600 aliens
subject to DED 1in America, but the exact number of those who could potentially
obtain green cards through this legislation 1s broad and unknown, as it is even
extended to aliens who were “eligible” but did not apply for or receive TPS.

e Although some aliens have resided in the U.S. for many years, other TPS countries
were only designated as recently as 2015. Some aliens will be eligible for
green cards even 1f they have not been in America for more than four years.

e H.R. 6 has no enforcement provisions.

e H.R. 6 would provide U.S. taxpayer funds, in the form of grant programs, to aid aliens in
obtaining their green cards.
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The Congressional Budget Office (CBO) has estimated the costs of the two bills that
were reported from the Judiciary Committee and have been combined in order to make up

H.R. 6, as it 1s considered on the floor.

e CBO estimated that H.R. 2820, “The DREAM Act of 2019,” would increase budget deficits
by $26.3 billion over the 2020-2029 period.

e CBO also estimated that H.R. 2821, “The American Promise Act of 2019,” would increase
budget deficits by $8.3 billion over the 2020-2029 period.

Due to time constraints, CBO did not include 1n its H.R. 2820 estimate a cost estimate for
those aliens currently in lawful nonimmigrant status who could simply take action to violate
the terms of their visas and then become eligible for green cards under H.R. 6. That cost is

unknown.
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