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Community Living

Background


The Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) and the U.S. Supreme Court’s Olmstead decision have enabled many people with disabilities to exercise their civil rights just like citizens who don’t have disabilities.  However, there still are barriers to full inclusion and participation in the life of the community for some.

Accessibility of programs and services, including voting are assumed by most people and not given a second thought but are huge challenges for people with disabilities.  Being able to physically get into buildings, finding a parking space, having the opportunity to cast a vote, or completing and submitting an electronic job application can be fairly difficult or impossible for people with disabilities.

Medicaid and long term services and supports are a lifeline for people with I/DD.  Medicaid is an entitlement for states and individuals who meet eligibility requirements.  Medicaid is the major source of funding – and sometimes, the ONLY source of funding – for people with I/DD who need services and supports in order to live in the community.  Medicaid is a very efficiently run program.  Less than 5% goes to the federal and state governments combined for administrative costs.  Medicaid also requires quality standards and protections in state Medicaid programs.

There are over 730,000 people with I/DD living at home with caregivers 60 or older.  There are waiting lists for Medicaid-funded community-based services and supports in many states.  People with I/DD are living longer and the US population is aging.

Affordable Housing programs are essential to help people with I/DD live in their communities. Programs operated by the Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) help make housing affordable (through rent subsidies) and help create new affordable, accessible housing. Federal fair housing enforcement by HUD and the Department of Justice help address housing discrimination that people with I/DD encounter all too often.

Despite these programs, the need for affordable, accessible housing for people with I/DD and other disabilities is far greater than the availability. And the problem is getting worse: the affordability gap for people with disabilities has exponentially worsened in recent years. In 2010, the average rent for a one-bedroom apartment was $785 per month – far higher than $703, the maximum monthly SSI payment across all states for people living independently. Housing is often one of the top barriers as states seek to implement Olmstead plans, Money Follows the Person grants, and other initiatives to help people with disabilities live in the community.



Employment remains a longstanding challenge. The majority of adults with I/DD are either unemployed or underemployed, despite their ability, desire, and willingness to engage in meaningful work in the community. According to the Bureau of Labor Statistics (BLS), only 32% of working-age people with disabilities participate in the labor force, and only 27% are employed. The Arc’s 2011 Family and Individual Needs for Disability Supports (FINDS) survey suggests that employment is an even greater challenge for people with I/DD: only 15% of family members of people with I/DD reported that their loved one with I/DD was employed.


Hot Topics 


Medicaid and long term services and supports:  
· Given the economic situation of the federal government and the budget crises in the states, Medicaid is a target for cuts.  
· States are aggressively looking for ways to save costs in their Medicaid programs.  Many are including people with I/DD in managed care for the first time.  
· There are proposals on Capitol Hill to turn Medicaid into a block grant which would send the money to the states in exchange for “flexibility.”  
· For people with I/DD, flexibility could mean the loss of the entitlement to Medicaid services, reduction in services and supports, loss of quality standards and protections, or elimination of services and supports.

Accessibility of programs and services, including voting:  
· Voter ID laws in states create barriers to people with disabilities who may not have drivers licenses or other forms of picture ID.

Housing:  
· Most HUD programs will receive reduced or, at best, level funding for 2012. 
· HUD’s Section 811 Supportive Housing Program for Persons with Disabilities was recently modernized and has fortunately been spared major cuts. 
· However, the need is still great, and is likely to increase as many adults with I/DD who live with aging caregivers begin to look for long-term housing and support options.

Employment:  
· The Administration and Congress have prioritized growing the economy and increasing jobs for all Americans. 
· A variety of bills have been proposed by the Administration and Congress (for example, the American Jobs Act), and are in various stages of consideration.


Message to the Executive Branch


Accessibility of programs and services, including voting:
· DOJ, keep up the great work!  
· Project Civic Access is targeting communities across the country that have failed to make facilities and programs accessible to all.
· The Olmstead work that the Civil Rights Division is doing is resulting in more community services for people who want to live in their communities.
· The decision to deny South Carolina’s voter ID requirements will permit more people with disabilities who might not have a driver’s license or other picture ID to vote.

Medicaid:
· DON’T CUT OUR LIFELINE!
· Medicaid is a lifeline for people with I/DD and their families.  It is essential that Medicaid remain an entitlement and not be turned into a block grant.
· Medicaid allows people to remain in the community and stay out of institutions, in keeping with the ADA’s integration mandate and the Supreme Court’s Olmstead decision.
· Medicaid budgets for home and community-based services and supports already are too small and people have to wait, sometimes for years, to get services; worst case scenario: some people have to enter an institution.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]The safety net that parents have provided in the past is not going to be as available in the future because it is more likely that parents of people with I/DD will not outlive their adult children.

Housing:
· Programs that help create and subsidize affordable, accessible housing for people with disabilities need adequate funding and priority.
· Efforts to enhance coordination between housing and Medicaid programs need to continue and be strengthened. This includes coordination and prioritization of affordable housing resources in support of Money Follows the Person and Olmstead initiatives.

Employment:
· People with disabilities should be included in any federal proposals to create jobs and grow the economy. People with disabilities should be able participate in new job creation initiatives, and there should be coordination with existing programs that help people with disabilities work.
· Similarly, federal youth employment initiatives need to include youth with disabilities who are transitioning from school to employment and community living.
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