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Power Surge Process:  By Pastor Mark 

 

ñWhatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever is 

right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, what-

ever is admirable--if anything is excellent or 

praiseworthy--think about such things.ò   

   -Philippians 4:8 

 

 We have a lot to be thankful for at        

Madrona Grace this monthðGod is at work 

among us!  In September we launched a new 

workshop model for our Sunday School program 

that is engaging children and teachers in an ex-

citing way.  We had twenty hard working people 

come out for our last basement work day, build-

ing momentum for the development of ñJuliaôs 

Placeòðthe new name for our family shelter.   

Our congregation has further committed itself to 

helping open the doors of the PC(USA) to the 

gifts of GLBT ministers.  Newcomers are be-

coming members, elders are becoming spiritual 

leaders, and together we are growing into our 

mission to ñseek the Beloved Community 

through the Liberating Love of Jesus.ò  And this 

is just the beginning!   

 On September 11th and October 9th, a 

group of members and guests stuck around after 

the Sunday service to begin talking about what 

God is doing in our midst.  The focus has been 

on a book the Session started reading over the 

summer called Power Surge:  Six Marks of    

Discipleship for a Changing Church by Michael 

Foss, which talks about moving from a focus on 

membership to a focus on discipleship.   We 

talked about how American culture has changed 

over the last fifty years, making it so that we 

have to be much more intentional about teach-

ing people the way of Jesus through hospitality, 

spiritual formation, and service.  And we talked 

about how our congregation has already been 

making great progress by becoming future    

oriented, by taking risks for the sake of our  

mission, and by making opportunities for      

individuals to practice their faith.   

 In the coming months we will continue 

these discussions with the aim of growing more 

and more into the powerful church God would 

have us be.  While our ñWelcome Tableò     

conversations will focus on big picture issues, I 

will be convening a smaller group to develop a 
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Seeking the Beloved Community through the  
Liberating Love of Jesus:   

*Hospitality  *Spiritual Formation *Service.  
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 The trip to the Campbell Farm in Yakima 

was a very rewarding experience.  The entire   

summer I hadnôt really done much until the trip 

and it really helped me get out and actually do 

something meaningful this summer. We (Marius, 

Jori, Alexander, and I) stayed in a teepee-like 

structure called a yurt, it was freezing at night but 

it built character I guess. The next morning we 

would get ready to go to work sorting cucumbers, 

painting houses, packaging food for the homeless 

and eating some well earned Dairy Queen. On the 

first morning we sorted cucumbers with a group 

called Northwest Harvest. Sorting the cucumbers 

took perseverance, many of them ended up being 

rotten, squished, or ripped in half and the stench 

grew to almost unbearable levels. The next day we 

went to a house only a few huge blocks away from 

the farm to paint. Painting the house which we had 

later found out had been repainted about four 

times already very poorly, was mostly a struggle 

against the heat. For hours we labored under the 

The Campbell Farm 
By Jameson Goff 

Jameson Goff (below) 
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The mission of the Campbell Farm in Wapato, WA is 
ñCaring for Godôs Creation from the ground up.ò   

statement of theology and values for our church 

website.  Meanwhile the Session will be         

presenting a new ñmanual of operationsò at a 

congregational meeting on Sunday, November 

6th, along with some proposed updates to our 

church bylaws that we hope will help make it 

easier to implement some of the teaching from 

Michael Fossô book.  These documents will be 

available for review from November through 

January in order that the congregation might 

make suggestions for revision and be prepared to 

vote on the bylaws at its regularly scheduled 

meeting on January 29th.   

 Are you interested in helping our church 

to become more ñAuthentic, Relational, and 

Missional?ò  Do you feel called to get involved 

in renewing our worship or adult educational 

opportunities?  Now is the time to speak up! One 

of the great things about a small community is 

that every member has an opportunity to serve 

and to lead.  And so I hope you will feel empow-

ered to get involved in this positive change and 

to      rejoice with us in the myriad ways God is 

at work.  May God continue to build the Beloved 

Community in our midst through your energy, 

intelligence, imagination, and great love.  
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