Highlights of the August 25, 2011 Presbytery Meeting

On a beautiful cool August morning, over 120 commissioners and guests arrived at Covenant Point Camp and Retreat Center to be warmly greeted by volunteers from the Camp Committee as they directed orderly parking. Once inside the large Dinning Hall, they registered and were treated to a morning snack to start the day off right. Rev. Mike Lewton and his wife Sharon were busy in the kitchen making sure everyone received a delicious sweet roll, and found the coffee and/or tea. Promptly at 9:30 a.m. Presbytery Moderator, Rev. Ron Roberts assisted by Rev. Mary Ellen Waychoff at the piano, led the Presbyters in singing several old hymns.

General Presbyter, Elder Joan Erickson, called special attention to the new Book of Order adopted as the revised Constitution of the Presbyterian Church (USA).  Joan indicated that the new Book of Order seeks to move away from being a set of rules to more of a description of our common life in the Presbyterian Church.  This means that presbyteries and churches-both large and small, rural and urban may now choose what is appropriate for their particular unique situation. Finally, Joan told us not to let the transition to the new Book of Order distract us from our mission. “In Christ’s name, therefore, the Church is sent out to bear witness to the good news of reconciliation with God, with others, and with all creation” (Book of Order F-1.0205). 

Camp Director, Rev. Mike Lewton, welcomed everyone to Covenant Point and expressed his mixed feelings, since this would be his last time to welcome them to the camp as he is retiring as Camp Director at the end of this year.  Mike indicated how much he enjoyed being the Camp Director for nearly 6 years.  He was proud of the improvements that had been accomplished and made special reference to the renovated swimming pool which now maintains clear water all the time.  The Presbytery gave a standing ovations to recognize Mike for his dedicated service to the camp.

.

The Education Event was presented by four members of the Spiritual Formation Committee, Moderator Rev. Mike McCormack, Rev. Kathryn Bell, Rev. John Becker, and Elder Joan Dean.  They spoke about GOD being in the center providing an opportunity for “Walking with God, Talking with God, Living with God, Listening to God, Hearing God, Seeing God, Encountering God, and Meeting with God.” 

CLP Jim Cruickshank’s sermon, “Take My Wife Life, Please” based on Matthew 13:33 was both entertaining and thought provoking.  A Commissioner commented that she would think of Jim’s sermon every time she baked bread.  Elder Cruickshank asked that we welcomed Rev. Murray Phillips back after a year’s tour of duty in Afghanistan as a Chaplain in the Army National Guard by the Laying on of Hands while he prayed thanking God for his service and safe return.  The morning offering of $846 is for the Youth Ministry of the Presbytery.

Presentations of the Evelyn Bedell Awards were made to recognize seniors for their dedicated service to the church.  The following individuals were selected by their respective sessions to receive the 2011 Evelyn Bedell awards: Berry Azdell (Mexico-First), Mary Beale (La Plata), Patricia Cleveland (Brookfield), Earl Cordry (Vandalia-First), Helen Daniels (Versailles-Westminster), Jim Daniels (Versailles-Westminster), Delores Deppe (Vandalia-First), Betty Lou Dotson (Range Line-Houstonia), Bill Dunn (Auxvasse-City), Dan Erdel (Laddonia), Helen Jean Evans (Brookfield), Georgia Gamm (Bowling Green-Providence Concord), John Hewett (Columbia-Trinity), Thelma Hewett (Columbia-Trinity), Lola Jennings (Frankford ), Robert Johnson (La Plata), Beverly Yvonne Leiter Fowler (Sedalia), Maxine Lock (La Plata), Edith Loehnig (Mexico-First), John McElroy (Hannibal-Big Creek), Mary Moore (Auxvasse-City), Ed Pennington (Louisiana-First), Helen Peterson (Brookfield), Marilla Ransdell (Mexico-First), Janet Siefkas (Louisiana-First), Jimmie Turpin (Bowling Green-Antioch), Helen Turpin (Bowling Green-Antioch), Ray Werner, (Vandalia-First), Richard White (Fulton-First) and Virginia Yochum (Hannibal-Big Creek).

Other items: For 2012, the Presbytery elected CLP Jim Cruickshank Moderator of Presbytery and Rev. Terry Kukuk Vice Moderator of Presbytery. The Servant Leadership Committee distributed preliminary information on a Pastoral Retreat tentatively set for April 23 to April 25 2012 at the Holiday Inn East, Columbia, MO. The Presbytery approved the transfer of title for Perry Presbyterian Church to Sharon F. Utterback and the New Lebanon Presbyterian Church to the New Lebanon Preservation Society. The Criminal Justice Mission Team has asked for everyone to help support the PATCH program through monetary gifts brought to the next Presbytery meeting to help support the cost of children visiting their incarcerated moms. Elder Nancy Caverly announced the PW Mission ‘n a Weekend on October 1, 2011 at the Agape House in Jefferson City. She also announced PW Fall Gathering to be at FPC Mexico on October 13. All women of the Presbytery are invited.

