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Evelyn Bedell is a perfect example of making the most of the golden years.  By the time she was 70, she had raised a family and retired in Arizona.  Retirement didn’t ‘take’ and after much prayer and thought she responded to a call to the ministry.  At age 72, upon graduation from San Francisco Theological Seminary, Evelyn Bedell was the first of her class to be called.  On September 18, 1988, she was ordained by Missouri Union Presbytery, being called to Bellflower Presbyterian Church as a Tentmaker and to work with Older Adults in the Presbytery.  She retired again in 1994 to live in Florida.  In recognition of her ministry, which included a short-term assignment in Zambia, the Evelyn Bedell Award was created to recognize      

                         older adults for their service to the church. 

The following persons are being recognized for their outstanding service in the presbytery, their church, and communities.  These individuals’ service reflects God’s love.  Their dedication and generosity has brought to life vibrant worship, fellowship and leadership throughout Missouri Union. We are grateful to God for their loving hearts and steadfast service.  The world is a better place because they are in it. 

	Berry Azdell

First Presbyterian Church 

Mexico, MO
	Elder Berry Azdell has supported the church in many ways.  For years, he has served as a dedicated member of the Property Committee.  His vast knowledge and experience with property maintenance has been a tremendous asset to the committee.   For many years, he has been extremely faithful in his attendance at worship and Sunday School, frequently serving as an usher.   Berry is a willing a faithful servant.


	Mary Beale

Community Presbyterian Church

LaPlata, MO
	 For over 40 years, Mary Beale has been a dedicated and faithful member of CPC. She has served on the Funeral Dinner Committee, Communion Committee as well as being a leader of VBS & Sunday School.  Mary has served for many years providing meals for grieving families.  She has also helped prepare communion for years.  She is always willing to volunteer and share her talents.
  

	Patricia Cleveland

First Presbyterian Church

Brookfield, MO 
	Patricia is currently sending birthday cards to every church member.  She has held several leadership positions including Presbyterian Women’s Moderator, Elder, Deacon and Sunday School teacher.  Patricia is also active in the community and serves on the Community Development Board.  Patricia is a positive supporter of both her church and community.


	Dr. Earl Cordry

First Presbyterian Church

Vandalia, MO
	Earl is a very caring and committed member of First Presbyterian Church in Vandalia.  His love of people is shown by how much everyone likes him.  Along with singing in the choir, people are always looking to him to support and help them.  The good doctor coordinates many church cookouts and can always be counted on to exceed everyone’s expectations. 



	Helen Daniels

Westminster Presbyterian Church

Versailles, MO 
	Deacon Helen Daniels has been an active member of Westminster PC for 50 years. During that time she has helped with many dinners, Easter breakfasts, caroling and meals.  She currently serves as the secretary to the Board of Deacons. As a registered nurse, Helen volunteers at a local health care clinic and also helps fill food bags for preschool children. 


	Jim Daniels

Westminster Presbyterian Church

Versailles, MO
	As an active member of Westminster PC for 57 years, he has served as both a Deacon and Elder.  Presently he is in charge of the building and grounds, and can frequently be found doing many “fix-it” projects at the church and manse.  He has a knack for coordinating fellowship dinners and helped organize the now weekly men’s coffee group. He also volunteers at the Community food bank and rings bells for the Salvation Army at Christmas. 


	Delores Deppe

First Presbyterian Church

Vandalia. MO
	Delores has been a long-time active member of the congregation.  Having served as Deacon, Elder, treasurer, trustee, teacher, funeral director coordinator and choir member.  Among her many gifts, she is especially committed to mission.  She was very instrumental in getting her church involved with the “PET” project.  Along with her willingness to do whatever is asked of her, she is extremely loyal to the PCUSA and especially to her church in Vandalia.


	Betty Lou Dotson

Range Line Presbyterian Church

Houstonia, MO 
	Elder Dotson has been a member of Range Line PC for 61 years and has dedicated herself to a life of mission.  Betty Lou always worked hard to make VBS a memorable time for everyone.  Her Christian faith is evident in everything that she does. During her life, she has served as a missionary in Eastern Kentucky and Alaska.  Recently she has completed many seat-backs for the PET Project and constantly encourages others to participate in various mission projects.
  

	Bill Dunn

Auxvasse Presbyterian Church

Auxvasse, MO
	Bill has served on Session several times over the years.  He is always ready to help whenever and wherever he is needed.  While serving on the Property Committee, he helped to ensure that a new addition to the church fellowship hall was completed.  Bill is dedicated in all that he does, whether it is on session or participating in a skit or any special occasion at church.


	Dan Erdel

First Presbyterian Church

Laddonia, MO
	Dan was baptized at the age of 3 in 1930 at the Laddonia PC and has become one of the most faithful servant that a church could be honored to have.  Dan is a humble man with integrity and a willing heart. His faithfulness and dedication to the church speaks volumes, as he has never faltered in his desire to serve the Lord. He has been a pillar of steadfastness, giving of his time to others.  He is a man who loves the Lord and to this day is a servant. 
 

	Helen Jean Evans

First Presbyterian Church 

Brookfield, MO
	Elder Helen Jean Evans is a positive influence to her congregation.  Her witness and positive attitude surviving three bouts of cancer is an amazing testament to her faith.  Helen eagerly embraces any idea that would help our church improve.  She has willingly served as the Secretary for the Presbyterian Women and as a Sunday school teacher.  She is quick to spread positive comments and uplift members of her congregation.


	Georgia Gamm

Providence Concord Presbyterian Church

Bowling Green, MO
	Deacon Georgia Gamm lives to serve.  She helps keep the church clean and has often served as a Sunday school teacher. When she noticed the need for a new altar cloth, she used her time and talents to embroider a new one.  Her attendance in worship and Sunday school is exemplary.  She cares for people outside the church as well and volunteers her time and talents in many community service organizations including DAR, 4-H and the Community Hill and Hollow Club.  Georgia’s life shows her love for Jesus Christ in her daily walk with him. 

	John Hewett

Trinity Presbyterian Church

Columbia, MO
	Elder, John Hewett has served as the Receiving Treasurer for Trinity PC since 1974 with great enthusiasm and care. Under his leadership as the Budget and Stewardship Chairperson, members joyfully respond to the needs of the Church and the world.  John has also been involved with the music, youth, stewardship and Sunday School ministry.  John is a dedicated church member, who has tirelessly worked behind the scenes to securely manage the finances of the church.  

	Thelma Hewett

Trinity Presbyterian Church

Columbia, MO
	Elder Thelma Hewett has shared her gift of music by singing in the choir and playing the piano and organ in church for 47 years.  She has helped people of all ages appreciate the importance of music in worship and cheerfully makes worship more engaging and meaningful.  She has also served by helping with the youth group, VBS and numerous women’s activities. She serves on the Worship Committee, recruiting ushers for each service.


	Lola Jennings

Frankford Presbyterian Church

Frankford, MO
	Elder Lola Jennings truly has a heart for service and is devoted to her church and congregation.  She has served as the Parish Treasurer, Mid-High Sunday school teacher and is willing to do anything that is asked of her.  She can always be counted on to bring refreshments for youth events and for fellowship time between church and Sunday school.  Her attendance in worship and Sunday school is exemplary.


	Robert Johnson

Community Presbyterian Church

LaPlata, MO
	Elder Johnson has been a dedicated member for over a decade.  He generously gives of his time in service.  He is constantly fixing and doing repairs around the church and manse.  In addition to his work on the Building and Grounds Committee, he also serves as the Financial Secretary.  He is a gentleman who generously promotes God’s work in the church.


	Beverly Yvonne Leiter Fowler

Broadway Presbyterian Church

Sedalia, MO
	Beverly has been a member for over 56 years, during which time she has served as Sunday school teacher, Church School Superintendent, Deacon, Financial Recording Secretary, She presently serves as the Wednesday Night Dinner Coordinator.  She was also instrumental in forming the PW social activity, Friends in Fellowship.  Beverly loves to serve God and others.


	Maxine Lock

Community Presbyterian Church

LaPlata, MO
	For over 60 years, Maxine has been a faithful and dedicated member of CPC.  Maxine’s involvement and activities are too numerous to list but her decades of organizing and preparing food for grieving families is well known.  At 87 ½ years, she continues to bake the bread used for communion.  Maxine has always generously given of her time and talents to build the kingdom of God.


	Edith Loehnig

First Presbyterian Church

Mexico, MO
	Edith has been a member and leader of her circle group for many years.  She has been very faithful in providing the snacks for the “Kids for Christ” program.  Her belief in God’s ever-present faithfulness is powerful witness to others in the church.  She lives her faith.


	John McElroy

Big Creek Presbyterian Church

Hannibal, MO
	John has been a long-time elder and Clerk of Session.  As Clerk, he has been an invaluable aid to the pastor in keeping the records and handling the correspondence for the Session of Big Creek.  Additionally, he has been a remarkable companion and help to his wife Rebecca while she served as Vice-Moderator if the GA.  John’s love for Jesus is manifest in his humble service.


	Mary Moore

Auxvasse Presbyterian Church

Auxvasse, MO
	Mary is a dedicated worker in the Church.  For many years she served as the church Treasurer.  She is active in the Women of the Church, has sung in the Choir and taught Sunday School.  She is always mindful of the children and what the church can do to help.  Mary is definitely a pillar of the church.

	Ed Pennington

First Presbyterian Church

Louisiana, MO
	Ed loves to serve in the area of church buildings and grounds.  In the many years that he has served, Ed has been “right on top of it” in terms of maintaining the church building and manse.  Through his leadership, an intergenerational building and grounds committee is now in place.  He has a hammer and he isn’t afraid to use it!  

	Helen Peterson

First Presbyterian Church

Brookfield, MO
	Elder Helen Peterson is a willing helper for all projects undertaken in the church.  She volunteers as the church bookkeeper of church records, serves as a Sunday school teacher and is the courtesy secretary for the Presbyterian Women’s Group.  Helen has endured several health conditions that required extensive rehabilitation.  Throughout these trials, she kept her faith and her life is a positive witness and example of her Christian faith.


	Marilla Ransdell

First Presbyterian Church 

Mexico, MO
	Marilla entered the Church Triumphant July 12, 2011.  Marilla was a true leader at FPC-Mexico, having taken leadership roles with the Spring Fling Event, Fellowship Committee, Lenten Bible Studies and funeral dinners.  She also was mindful of keeping the church kitchen adequately stocked.  She was as faithful with her service as she was with her attendance.  Marilla will be greatly missed.


	Janet Siefkas

First Presbyterian Church

Louisiana, MO
	Janet is all about passionate worship!  Although our congregation had little musical experience, Janet started a choir that has greatly enhanced worship.  As the Worship committee chairperson, she has been very sensitive to the church’s mission to be more multicultural in her musical selections for worship.  
 

	Jimmie Turpin

Antioch Presbyterian Church

Bowling Green, MO
	Jimmie has been a member for 61 years.  As an elder, Jimmie is called upon at all hours to help with the needs of the building and grounds.  Along with those physical responsibilities, Jimmie keeps Sunday School running smoothly.  Jimmie is known for keeping things decently and in order.


	Helen Turpin

Antioch Presbyterian Church

Bowling Green, MO
	Helen Turpin has served the church for decades with her gift of music.  For nearly 50 years, Helen has shared her musical talents as a pianist. She is now the sole provider of music for Antioch Presbyterian Church.  Her willingness to share her gift greatly enhances worship.


	Ray Werner

First Presbyterian Church

Vandalia, MO
	Ray is a very dedicated person who has served as a trustee, Deacon and Elder.  He has also served on the church’s personnel committee.  In all of these activities he has served with a strong conviction, always fulfilling his responsibilities to the best of his abilities.  Others in the congregation also seek him out for guidance and wisdom.
  

	Richard White

First Presbyterian Church

Fulton, MO
	Richard was elected to the Session in 1965 and has served 9 three-year terms, being also elected to serve as the Clerk of Session.  He is a Sunday School teacher, and has served on many church committees. Richard works with SERVE and helps organize programs such as dental care and transportation for low-income families.  He recently organized an Alzheimer Support group.  He certainly lives his faith, serving wherever he is needed.


	Virginia Yochum

Big Creek Presbyterian Church

Hannibal, MO
	Virginia has served the Big Creek Church as an elder and church historian.  She has compiled the history of the church in text and photos, which has been published in the Christian Observer magazine.  As the church historian, she shares the history of the church with the confirmation classes, especially focusing on the faith of the confirmand’s ancestors, many of whom have been part of this congregation for generations.   
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