[bookmark: _GoBack]MARCC DELEGATES COUNCIL                                      MINUTES	14 September 2011

Welcome:  MARCC President Pat Coyle
Prayer:  Rabbi Margaret Meyer, MARCC Executive Board Secretary and rep for the Jewish Community Relations Council of the Jewish Federation of Greater Cincinnati
Minutes:  Delegates Council Minutes of 8 June 2011 Postponed
Agenda:  Delegates Agenda for 14 Sept Approved 

Attendance: 
ARCHDIOCESE OF CINCINNATI:  Bob Ehrsam, Fr. Joe Folzenlogen, Don Gloeckler, Father Obermeyer, Tony Stieritz, Bill Tonwis, Connie Widmer
DISCIPLES OF CHRIST: David Tietsort
	EPISCOPAL DIOCESE OF SOUTHERN OH:  Pat Coyle, Marilyn Logan
	EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH OF AMERICA:  Kristin Kremer
	MARCC:  Sarah Geiger, Alice Skirtz
	PRESBYTERY OF CINCINNATI:  David Beran, Tiffany Zents
JEWISH COMMUNITY RELATIONS COUNCIL:  Rabbi Margie Meyer, Alice Perlman
SOCIETY OF FRIENDS (QUAKER):  Eileen Bayus, Ken Bordwell, Jim Coppock, Jean Crocker-Lakness, Donne Hayden, Frank Huss 
THE SALVATION ARMY:  Jaqueline Thomas
UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST:  Dan Weyand-Geise

UNITED METHODIST CHURCH (OH RIVER VALLEY DIST.):  Ronda Deel, Nancy Walters
UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST COUNCIL OF CINCINNATI:  Carol Fencl, Lee Myer, MJ Pierson, Karl _____
GUESTS:   Ted Bergh (CMHA), Kelly Kramer (CMHA) 
		RECORDING:  Sarah Geiger, MARCC Office Administrator
		HANDOUTS:  MARCC June 2011 Newsletter, Flyer—Justice for All: A Summit on Racial Justice, Opportunity and Equity, Packet of news articles about public housing in Mt. Lookout

Introductory Remarks: Pat Coyle, Executive Board President

June minutes are not currently available.  They will be emailed to Delegates and will be reviewed at our next meeting.  Peg Fox is not able to be with us today; her mother passed away yesterday.  There will be an announcement of the visitation services printed in tomorrow's Enquirer.

The MARCC Executive Board has been meeting again after the summer recess.  The September newsletter is also not available today but we expect it shortly.  Paper copies will be available upon request when the email version is mailed out.  The MARCC Board asked Fox to write a letter opposing the 25% cut in Indigent Care Levy which appeared as a letter to the Editor in the Enquirer.  Also, we've gone on record again supporting the renovation at the Anna Louise Inn.  Western & Southern is challenging that their programming activities do not conform to zoning regulations.  City Council, Downtown Residents Council and other groups don't feel that way.  The suit remains before Judge Nadel; he decided the charge has enough merit to bring before the court.  Next hearing is September 20th.  A 9/11 Commemoration Event happened this past Sunday at the Cincinnati Museum Center.

Introduction of Today’s Panel:  Tony Stieritz, Director of Social Action at Cincinnati Archdiocese 

Panel:  
· Father Robert Obermeyer of Our Lord Christ the King Parish in Mt. Lookout
· Deacon Don Gloeckler of Our Lord Christ the King Parish in Mt. Lookout
· Kelly Kramer, Communications Coordinator, CMHA


Stieritz:  After a challenge to public housing coming into the parish area, we got together and decided that this had happened before and would continue to happen, so we got together and tried to offer a positive response.  We wanted to share it with Delegates as just one example of how a faith-based congregation responded to this issue.  So, today we want to try to address the question, “What do we do?”  That is, as people of faith, what is our prophetic role with this issue?  What does our response look like to that?  It's a political issue, but what about the ethical issue that it’s not right to demonize people before they even move into a neighborhood?  Fr. Obermeyer is now retired.  He was a pastor there for 14 years.  Don Gloeckler is very involved in many of the issues and social action issues at that congregation.

Kramer:  Today I also brought CMHA’s interim Executive Director Ted Bergh, but I'll be talking about it since the events in Mt. Lookout predate his tenure at CMHA.  We brought packets of news articles about it you can take with you.  

Mt. Lookout has very low percentage of subsidized housing.  At the time, CMHA was buying properties for housing, had 50-unit approval for purchasing.  Ended up purchasing 8 units in Mt. Lookout; 2 4-unit buildings on Mowbray Lane.  It was at a dead-end of a quiet street near Christ the King Parish.  There was a public meeting to come in and talk about what this would mean to Mt. Lookout at their Community Council meeting.  It was very heavily attended.  

The Community Council there actually holds meetings at Christ the King, so that sort of brought them into it from the start, which ended up being a very good thing.  People pre-judged the residents, saying they were going to come in and destroy their neighborhoods.  What CMHA did in reality was buy 2 properties in bad need of repair and made renovations and improvements, installed nice landscaping and did everything to make the buildings blend seamlessly into the neighborhood.

Fr. Obermeyer:  Mt. Lookout is a nice, affluent area with a town square sort of street.  People call it "Mt. Lookgood".  I was at the church when they were holding the Council meeting.  There were lots of people there.  A 14-year-old girl came up to me and asked what was going on with so many people there, and I said I wasn't sure, it’s some kind of  meeting about poor people moving in.  And to that she said, “Then where are the poor people?  If it’s a meeting about them, why isn’t anyone representing the poor people or why aren’t they part of this?”  And so from the start, in a very innocent way, she just cut to the heart of the issue.  

Deacon Gloeckler--The first thing you have to understand is that in Mt. Lookout we don't have dead-end streets, we have "cul-de-sacs" and we don't have subsidized housing, we have college students moving back home to live off mom and dad.  (Laughter)  So that's what Mt. Lookout is really about.  Some people were even talking about buying those two units outright to make sure that only "good" people moved in.  So for me it goes back to the Gospel of Luke and the question of ‘Who is My Neighbor?’  We have a Just Faith class series that explores how to live out our faith.  We had a program going on at that time.  My wife and I were instructors.  

Also Bob had formed a welcoming committee, but it was very self-focused in that it was mostly about welcoming new parishioners to the church who come to us, but we realized that it also has to be about being welcoming to people in the community.  So we asked to be informed when people moved into those units so we could welcome them.  At the time there wasn't a clear definition of what that meant exactly. Obviously visiting them, but inviting them to a dinner or taking them brownies or somehow letting them know that despite what else was happening in the community, there were people there who welcomed them.  

Then Fr. Bob preached a sermon on it, and that really was a key moment.  A lady was really agitated, and it’s the only time I've ever seen this happen, but she stood up and actually argued with him in the aisle.  But that homily was a turning point for a lot of people, that there really is an alternative response.

There are two units, we approached both.  One said they like the area but not a lot of people visit you.  That's the neighborhood; a lot of people are out at night after work.  

Q & A:  

M. Meyer:  Was most of the opposition from that street or the general community?  
A: From the whole community.  It's a small community.  Kramer: The adjoining property owners were very vocal, but also from general community.

T. Bergh:  If you look at the Good Samaritan, for the person who fell on hard times, it says he transported him and paid for his lodging.  (I used to work in public transportation, so I’ve always identified with this.)  It’s a myth about property values declining when public housing moves in.  All you have to do is Google it and you'll find numerous studies that show it actually improves property values because it takes blighted properties and improves them.  Anybody who owns their own home and deducts their mortgage from their taxes lives in subsidized housing; so if you have enough assets to own your own home you get it subsidized but if you're living below the poverty level and don't have those assets you don't deserve to have your housing subsidized?  It doesn't make sense.  

____?:  Asked Kramer to explain the difference between subsidized housing and public housing.  
Kramer:  For public housing CMHA buys the property outright and is basically the landlord.  For subsidized housing people get a voucher that they can use anywhere as long as the landlord agrees.  Resident can pay up to 30% of their income for public housing and up to 40% of income with voucher program.   (See June 2011 minutes for a detailed account of the distinctions between the programs.)

D. Tietsort:  So theoretically, if you hadn't bought that property could someone have bought that property and rented it out using the voucher program?  
Kramer:  Absolutely.  A misconception is that CMHA "puts Section 8 people" in a community.  By fair housing laws, we are prohibited from "steering" people in any direction.  So in Price Hill, there are a lot of rental options, so there are a lot of people using vouchers there.

Ehrsam:  Has there been any ramifications in Mt. Lookout?  We could use more units there, 8 is tiny.
Gloeckler: I haven't heard anything.  Obermeyer: No, nothing.  And the people will let you know if anything's happening!  

Zents:  I think it would be helpful if we could do more outreach with some nice concise arguments to get that information out there.  I think that really would help in cases such as these.  
Kramer: We have a Speakers Bureau; we're actually going to Green Township tonight.  If anyone at your specific locations want us to come, we'd love to share it.

Pierson:  I agree that we need to have better tools.  We had a presentation and we were able to answer most questions, but a lady from Green Township, who lives literally next door to the project, came in with two odd ones I couldn't answer.  One was why do they need so much parking if it's a green building; the second was why does their unit cost more than my house?  Why are we investing so much in these properties?
Bergh:  For $57,000/unit we can renovate; we bought it 50 years ago or so, so we basically get new housing for that amount and you can't buy new for that.  

Meyer:  Has CMHA thought about asking someone from where the religious community has worked on this to speak, like Bob, or one of the religious congregations in Green Township?
Kramer:  Right now our vision is to bring CMHA in to explain the program, but it’s a great idea and Tony and I have talked about ways to work together.  Stieritz:  I don't see those connections happening unless we are the ones that make them.  It makes sense for us as MARCC Delegates to make them.  One of the things to think about is what that might look like so we can help those connections take place so that a response like Christ the King had will happen throughout our Judicatory structures.  

____?:  Is it true that people with a felony conviction can't live in subsidized housing?
Kramer: It depends.  If a person has been convicted of a felony and has been placed on a lifetime sexual predator list, they can't.  Also, anyone convicted of making methamphetamine is ineligible.  Otherwise, we tell people that it depends on the situation, what the conviction was and how long ago, so we encourage them to apply.  There is an appeal process also if they are denied.

Ronda: What is the waiting list for applying for Housing Choice Vouchers?  
Kramer: It’s not open right now.  It opened it for the first time in 5 years in April and we signed up 13,000 households.  Around 200 per month are approved; we expect it will take about 4 years to get through the list.  

Widmer:  How do we get more of these kinds of hospitality going on?  The trick seems to be to get in there in the beginning and change how people see it from the start; could there be something that could be done even before you come in?  
Kramer: It's a delicate balance because if people know CMHA is coming in with their government money to buy a property it can skew the asking price.  But yes, we need to make more of those connections early, right after the purchase.

Stieritz:  Thanks to all the panelists for coming to speak.  So our response to this that we take with us today is, ‘What will we do?’  How do we jump into the issue, maybe not even to the controversy, but just to put a human face on to the issue?  I hope we all take Kelly's card and find ways that MARCC as an organization, and we as individuals and congregations, can work on these issues.

Coyle announced the next Delegates Meeting on October 12th and he Fall Planning Conference will be on Tuesday, November 15th.

Adjourned at 1:06 pm
