“I once caught a fish....”

A series of short questions to assess angling in Arran and attitudes towards conservation.

Sea Angling Questionnaire
1. Is the respondent:

Male
Female


2. What age category do you belong?
Under 18    18-23     24-29    30-35    36-41    42-47    48-53    54-59    60+

3. What is your level of experience?

Very experienced         Competition level           Novice            Beginner

4. What is your motivation for fishing?

Member of a club           Casual hobby             Fish for business/money


5. Are you a resident of the island or a visitor?
Visitor (go to question 5)
Resident (go to question 4a)


4a.
Where is your nearest village to your residence on the island?


4b.
Where do you go fishing on the island? 


5. Where are you visiting from? Nationality?

6. When was the first time you fished off Arran?


7. How many years have you fished off Arran?


8. Approximately how many days did you spend fishing in 2010?


9. How many days have you spent fishing so far this year?

10. On average, how often do you fish in a week?

One
 Two 

Three

Four+


11. What species are you aiming to catch?


12. What species have you caught so far?


13. What type of fishing gear are you using?
Fly 
Spinner         Bait
  Pots        Other (specify)

14. What methods do you find work best?

15. How would you rate your fishing experience in terms of catch, species and abundance over the years? Would you say:

It’s more      it’s the same      it’s less


16.  Do you have any photos or pictures that you would be willing to submit?

17. How would you rate your understanding of the current no take zone in Lamlash bay?
Good knowledge        limited knowledge      No knowledge


18. Do you support the current no take zone? (if not, why not)


19. How would you rate your knowledge of the proposed marine protected area and the Clyde 3 mile limit?
Good knowledge        limited knowledge        No knowledge


20. Would you support an MPA/3 mile limit where mobile gear such as bottom trawling and scallop dredging is banned? (if not, why not) 

21.  How would you describe the physical condition of the fish you catch?

Excellent

Good

Average
   Poor

Very poor


The following questions have answers that range from strongly agree to strongly disagree
1. Recreational fishing should be restricted to certain areas that are designated only for recreational fishing?

1)Strongly agree
2)Agree    3)No opinion     4)Disagree      5)Strongly disagree


2. You should be allowed to keep as much as you want/are able to catch?

1)Strongly agree
2)Agree    3)No opinion     4)Disagree      5)Strongly disagree


3. Recreational fishing should be catch and release only?

1)Strongly agree
2)Agree    3)No opinion     4)Disagree      5)Strongly disagree


4. Would you pay money (£15 per day) to fish in a marine protected area that operates a strict catch and release programme?

1)Strongly agree
2)Agree    3)No opinion     4)Disagree      5)Strongly disagree


5. It’s taking more time / getting harder to catch fish compared to previous years that you have been fishing in Arran?

1)Strongly agree
2)Agree    3)No opinion     4)Disagree      5)Strongly disagree


6. There are less fish in the sea compared to previous years that you have been fishing in Arran?
1)Strongly agree
2)Agree    3)No opinion     4)Disagree      5)Strongly disagree


7. What would improve your angling experience?


8. Would you be interested in knowing more about MPA’s and no take zones?


9. What would be the best way for you to receive/be given this information?












































































































































































































