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“Together we CAN stop child abuse and neglect”

Jodi lived in seven foster homes as a teenager.  She says her mother loved her, but struggled with drug 
addiction and couldn’t manage to get her children to school in the morning, clean the house or keep track 
of appointments.  Now 21, Jodi said one of the most stabilizing influences during this  turbulent time was 
Ted, her CASA.

Nationally thousands of volunteers have been trained to represent neglected and/or abused children in 
courtrooms as Court Appointed Special Advocates.  CASAs often find their roles reach beyond the courtroom 
as they continue to advocate for the children with doctors, school officials and social workers.  “It was just 
nice to have someone around for me,” Jodi said. 

Ted, her CASA, said it best: “The basic premise is that we are there to look out for the child’s best interest, 
whatever that might be.  We are in contact with their parents, their foster homes, their schools, anyplace 
where we might be able to help them” .

***
Today, in Saginaw County, there are 300 kids in foster care that would benefit from a CASA.  Last year, 
the CAN Council Saginaw County program was able to advocate for 159 children—that leaves too many 
children to fend for themselves.

As part of our expansion plans and with the help of two National CASA grants, in this past year we 
were able to reach out to our community and recruit 31 new CASA volunteers!  To meet National CASA’s 
accreditation standards, we needed to hire a full-time CASA Supervisor to assist these volunteers.  
We were fortunate to welcome Brandi Hawley to our CASA team (see page 3).   Congratulations and 
welcome to these new CASA volunteers:

More CASA volunteers are needed. Be the  person that a child can count on!
Applications are being accepted for the October training class.  Call  Randy today,   (989) 752-7226.

Connie Allen
Andrea Bell
Shawna Benard
Diane Bofferding
Richard Bofferding
Joyce Borchard
Nadine Bosley
Sallivia Browder
Shannon Clifford
Lisa Coleman
Nicole Corbin
Doug Doane
Christina Ellsworth
Vera Harrison
Dolores Howe 
Kimber Krawczak

Judge Faye Harrison swears in CASA’s

Jennifer Kryska 
Amy LaPlant
Laura LaPonsie
Bethany Law
Wenise Long
Rita Magyar 
Tammie Meyer
Tina Miller 
Denise Perez
Christine Ponnampalum
Kimberly Ramirez
Farren Samuels
Audrey Stahle
Ashley Stratton
Nancy Williams

Become A CASA....Make a Difference!
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From the  
President’s Desk

CAN Council 

Where to find help ...
Report Abuse............................................................... 989-758-2200
CAN Council (CAC, CAPE, CASA) .................................... 989-752-7226
Child & Family Services (Counseling)............................ 989-790-7500
Community Child Care (Referral Service)...................... 989-497-0680
Crisis Center (Mental Health)........................................ 989-792-9732
Family Youth Initiative (Teen Support)......................... 877-FYI-4YOU
Innerlink (Teen Runaway)............................................ 989-753-3431
Lead Hotline................................................................. 800-MI-TOXIC
Mental Health Services................................................ 989-797-3400
Parent Helpline............................................................ 800-942-HELP
Parent Resource Center (Parent/Child Programs)......... 989-759-3625
Sexual Assault Program (SAP) (Counseling)................. 989-790-9118
Underground Railroad (Domestic Violence).................. 989-755-0411
Westlund Guidance Clinic (Counseling)........................ 989-793-4790

To report  
suspected  
abuse or  
neglect,  
please call:
Saginaw County  
Department of Human 
Services: Protective  
Services Division

(989) 758-2200

CUT OUT AND SAVE

Para reportar una sospecha de 
abuso sexual a un nino, llame al  
DHS al numero (989) 758-2200. 

                            is a quarterly publication of the CAN Council Saginaw 
County, 1311 N. Michigan Ave., Saginaw, MI 48602, and is distributed as 
a complimentary service to supporters and other professionals.

1311 N. Michigan Avenue
Saginaw, MI 48602

(989) 752-7226
FAX: (989) 752-2777
 www.cancouncil.org
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In thinking about this simple, yet powerful quote, our responsibility for the future is—
our children!  As a CAN Council supporter, you know that our programs and services are 
dedicated to stopping child abuse and neglect in our community.  In order to accomplish 
our mission—we need you!   

During this time of great change in Saginaw and Michigan, each of us has the opportu-
nity to be a part of this transformation.  I believe that there is no better way to improve 
our community then investing our precious resources (time and treasure) in a mission 
you believe in 100%!  There are a number of ways to invest:
	

•	 Check out our website (www.cancouncil.org) to learn about volunteering!
•	 Follow the CAN Council on Facebook and Twitter to learn about the latest devel-

opments in Saginaw County!
•	 Make a gift today (direct, donate on-line or deferred) to support our efforts to 

prevent children from abuse and neglect!
•	 Stay committed to making Saginaw and Michigan a great place for our children 

and families! 

If you are interested in another way that you can be the change for our children, please 
call 989-752-7226.  We look forward to talking with you!

“We are made wise not by the recollection of our past, but by the

 responsibility for our future.”       
       ~ George Bernard Shaw
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Parent’s Corner

The CAC’s new colposcope, purchased with a grant received through the 
National Children’s Alliance (NCA) is now in operation.  The old colpo-
scope, which was purchased in 1999, was still working but had outdated 
means of storage.  It still utilized the old three inch floppy and had no 
USB ports!  It is a requirement through  the National Children’s Alliance 
(NCA), CAC’s national accreditor, to participate in a peer review process 
of medical examinations via the internet, which was impossible with the 
old set up.  Welcome to the 21st Century CAC and thanks for continuing 
to meet national standards by reducing the trauma to the children we 
serve.  

CAC program updates

In April, Brandi Hawley was hired as the new CASA Supervisor.  She was 
sworn in as a CASA volunteer November 2008. She received a Bachelor Degree 
from Central Michigan  University, May 2010 with a major in Psychology and 
minor in Child Development. Brandi has brought enthusiasm and a positive at-
titude to the CASA team!  She has provided the CASA program with the ability 
to continue growing to serve the children in need in Saginaw County.  Brandi 
hired into her new position coming off a maternity leave after her daughter 
Gabriella was born.  Welcome!

SEXTING 
It is one of the fastest grow-
ing areas among our youth 
and the area with the least 

known consequences.  
Do you know what the out-
comes of sexting can be?  
Does your tween or teen?  

 
CAN Council offers a one 

hour SEXTING presentation 
that addresses not only 

the legal penalties, but the 
social embarrassments 

as well. Once a sext is out 
there...who knows where it 

will go!  
 

Numerous students have 
already participated in the 
SEXTING presentation and 
learned the possible out-

comes of sexting.  
 

For More Information: 
Contact CAN Council at 

752-7226  
to arrange a no-cost  

presentation geared for  
teenagers but of course,  

parents are always  
welcome to  

join in as well!

CASA program updates

Danielle Lesko, the CAC’s Care Coordinator, graduated from Michigan State 
this spring with her Master’s degree in Social Work. She is now working full time 
with our CAC assisting the child and non-offending family members of children 
suspected of being abused. Congratulations Danielle! The CAC is ecstatic to have 
Danielle working with them full time!

GETTING READY FOR CHRISTMAS! 
The Saginaw Circuit Court Probation  
Officers presented a donation of $190 to CASA 
that will be used for the CASA children’s  
Christmas/Holiday celebration in December. 
Probation officers were encouraged to donate 
money for their casual work day.  Thank  you for 
your generous donation!

Taylor Ray, a graduating 
senior from Swan Valley 
High School, chose the topic 
of child abuse and neglect 
to research and present as 
her senior project. She also 
organized a fundraiser by

Castaways 
Bar and 
Grill in Bay 
City hosted 
the 1st 
Annual CASA 

Chicken Dinner Fundraiser on May 22. It turned 
out to be a beautiful day with a great turn out.  
We enjoyed delicious chicken and sides. Thanks 
to Cindy Rogers for organizing the fundraiser and 
her sister Laurie for donating Castaways as the 
location and all the sides.  Many sponsors stepped 
forward to insure this event was successful in-
cluding Timothy Bierlein, Jake Ebenhoeh, Ronald 
Wirth, Cathy Tafel (Tafel Insurance Agency),  Dr. 
Joel Robertson (Robertson Technologies), Kim 
and Bruce Weiss (Pyramid Paving),  and Pinnacle 
Professional Services. We would also like to thank 
the CASA Committee for supporting and donating 
to the fundraiser along with a big thanks to 
WHNN and WILZ for helping us to spread the 
word! 

selling rubber wrist bands to help raise aware-
ness during  April, which is Child Abuse and 
Neglect Prevention Month.  Taylor chose CASA 
and presented us with a check for $352.87 that 
will be used for the CASA children’s Christmas/
Holiday celebration.  



4 July  2011

CAPE program updates

Rhoda Dietrich  accepted the position as our new Prevention Education Spe-
cialist.  Rhoda brings many years of experience in teaching others about abuse 
and what to look for while she was working at Department of Human Services. 
Her presentations include: Sexting, What You Don’t Know Could Hurt Your Child, 
For Kid’s Sake-Mandated Reporting, and SOS-Safer, Older, Smarter. If you are 
interested in any of these presentations, please call Tammie Meyer to schedule 
them at 989-752-7226.

Danelle Elliott, our Education Program Assistant, had a baby boy, Brady 
Quentin Elliot on 5/13/2011. He weighed 9lbs, 8oz and was 20 inches long. 
Mom and baby are doing great!! Welcome to our family Brady!  

Volunteer Opportunities

Roofsit  
Bay Rd, Tittabawasee Rd , State St.  
& N. Michigan McDonald’s
Date:  Thursday, July 21/Time:  6am-8pm 
Volunteers needed:  2-4 per shift
Duties:  Collecting Donations from the Drive-Thru

Chicken & Crizans Cook Off
Proceeds benefit the CAN Council
Date:  Saturday, July 23/Time:  3pm-7pm
Location:  Flannigan’s
Volunteers needed:  2
Duties:  To act as a representative and distribute 
CAN Council program information 

Faith Evangelical Church Fun Fest
Proceeds benefit the CAN Council
Date:  Sunday, July 24/Time:  11:30am–2pm
Location:  Faith Evangelical Church
Volunteers needed:  2
Duties:  To act as a representative, distribute CAN 
Council parent packets and assist with children’s 
activity.  

Lawn Chair Film Festival
Date:  Sunday, July 24/Time:  5:30pm-9pm
Location:  Children’s Zoo @ Celebration Square
Volunteers needed:  2
Duties:  Volunteers will distribute CAN Council 
parent packets and assist with children’s activities.

Lake Huron Credit Union Hot Dog Days
Date:  Saturday, July 30/Time:  10am-2pm
Location:  Lake Huron Credit Union on  
Tittabawasee
Volunteers needed:  2 per shift
Duties:  Volunteers will distribute CAN Council 
parent packets and assist with children’s activities.

Children’s Fun Day @ Haithco Park
Date:  Tuesday, August 16/Time:  5pm-7:30pm
Location:  Haithco Park
Volunteers needed:  2
Duties:  Volunteers will distribute CAN Council 
parent packets and assist with children’s activities.

Consumer’s Energy Employee Fun Fest
Date:  Wednesday, August 24 
Time: 12pm-5pm
Location:  Consumer’s Energy on Weiss
Volunteers needed:  2 per shift
Duties:  Volunteers will distribute CAN Council 
parent packets and assist with children’s activities.

On June 14th, we had a great day for the Chalk It Up...To 
Investing in Children! Event. CAN Council, in collabora-
tion with Great Start Collaborative, celebrated a day of 
bringing attention to investing in our children by drawing 
and writing sayings on the sidewalks of local businesses.

TO APPLY, SEND RESUME ALONG WITH 3 REFERENCES TO: 
email:  kbitterman@unitedwaysaginaw.org,   Fax:  989-755-2158, or mail to: 

United Way of Saginaw County Attn: AmeriCorps Member
100 S. Jefferson Ave., 3rd Floor, Saginaw, MI 48607

NEW SAGINAW COUNTY  

AMERICORPS OPPORTUNITY
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can happenings

ANNUAL REPORT 2010

Subway Eat Fresh
Enjoy delicious Subway sandwiches and support the CAN Council at the same time!  Purchase a Subway Eat Fresh Discount Card for $20 from any board mem-
ber or stop by the CAN Council at 1311 N. Michigan.  Each card sold brings $6 to us.  You get:  two free 12” regular subs, four free 6” subs with the purchase of 
any fountain drink and chips,  four free 12” subs with the purchase of any 12” sub and fountain drink, $10 off any catering order of $20 or more and free double 
meat on any 12” sub.  A savings of $65!  

The card is redeemable at these Subway restaurants:  
Washington Avenue - Bay City

Freeland
N. Linden Road-Clio

State Street - Saginaw
Gratiot Avenue  - Saginaw

Brockway (in Wal-Mart) - Saginaw  
Get yours today!

SAVE THE DATES!

July 21		  Roofsit

July 23 		  Crizans & Chicken   	
			   Cook Off
 
August 7		  Lizard Fair  

August 13		  3rd Annual 		
			   Krusin’ 4 Kids		
			   Bike Run 

November 11-12	 2nd Annual
			   Massage-a-Thon	
 

Updating Our Volunteer Files! 
Do we have all  of your correct information? We are currently updating our 
volunteer files and we noticed that we do not have everyone’s information 
updated with cell phone numbers, e-mail addresses and a current back 
ground check. We will be mailing out letters to those of you whose informa-
tion is still needed. If you receive one of these letters, please fill out all pages 
of the packet and return in the self-addressed envelope provided.  Thanks for 
all you do in keeping our children safe!

New Server Installed! 
The staff of the CAN Council is extremely grateful to the Andersen Founda-
tion for providing the funds for us to purchase a new computer server sys-
tem. This system has greatly increased the speed with which our computers 
interact, access and store data. We are proud that the community supports 
the needs of the staff so that they in turn, can provide the best possible 
services to the children who need them. 

2010 Annual Report   
You can now see the annual report on our webpage. Check out www.
cancouncil.org/resources and follow the links.  
Many exciting developments began in 2010, and continue to grow in 2011. 
We expanded our Education Programs and are working in collaboration with 
our Great Start Collaborative to implement 
the Great Start University parenting educa-
tion system.  

Our Children’s Advocacy Center (CAC) now has 
a trained Diplomate Child Forensic Interview-
er (DCFI) and our Court Appointed Special 
Advocate (CASA) department has recruited 
new volunteers and now has 61 active CASA 
volunteers currently helping our foster kids.
 
Thanks for your support! 
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golf higlights

13th ANNUAL CHILDREN’S ADVOCACY CENTER GOLF OUTING
Great weather greeted a nearly sold out golf scramble on June 17th!  Combining some great (and some ‘not so great, but fun’) golf together with good food, 
door prizes, and contests provided a full day of fun.  Art Lewis of WSGW presided over the program and live auction in the afternoon.  Golfers, auction buyers, 
and sponsors combined to raise over $26,000 using teamwork to make a difference in the lives of abused children!  A special thank you to all golfers, Swan Valley 
Golf Course, the golf committee and these sponsors for their support: 

Event …………………………………..Duperon Education
Cart …………………………………....The LeRoy/Bartnikowski Group of Hilliard Lyons 
Dinner………………………………….Duperon Corporation
Lunch…………………………………..Wildfire Credit Union
Hole-In-One…………….................................Covenant HealthCare-Emergency Physicians Group
Course Refreshment……………………….Police Officers Association of Michigan
Breakfast…...........................................................Valley Cardiology/In Partnership with Tim Horton’s

 

Foursome Sponsor & Entire Hole:
Covenant HealthCare Birth Center
Davidson, Breen & Doud, PC
FOP Saginaw Lodge #105
The LeRoy/Bartnikowski Group of Hilliard Lyons 
Police Officers Assoc. of Saginaw
Michigan Sugar Company

Entire Hole Sponsor:
Hoyt Nursing & Rehab Centre

Hole Sponsor:
Sheriff William Federspiel	       
Police Chief Association of Saginaw 
Police Officers Association of Saginaw              
Saginaw County Sheriff Dept. Deputies/Police Officers Association of Michigan
Spicer Group Inc.
Pam Winters

Tee Sponsor:
Hon.  Janet Boes
Community State Bank
Cheryl Courtney
Duro-last Roofing Inc.
Glastender, Inc.
Looby Baumgarten
Preferred Investigations
Saginaw Co. Law Enforcement  
  Association

Ready to golfLooking for the money ball!

Girls just want to have fun! Faithful Supporters Fourth Player?

Event Sponsor
Duperon Education

Here to play
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CAP MONTH UPDATESFinancial Corner		                       THank You!

Grants Received
Frank N. Andersen Foundation
Art Van Charity Challenge
Children’s Trust Fund
Harvey Randall Wickes 
   Foundation
Michigan Baseball Foundation
National CASA

Advocate 
Anonymous (for Great Start  
   University)
Blessed Trinity Catholic Church
Tom Braley
Saginaw Valley School District

Supporter 
Faith Lutheran Church
Home Builders Association

Patron 
Roger & Jamie Chamberlin
Carol Chisholm
Citizens Bank Jean Day
Lynn Ferguson
Fifth Third Bank
Fordney Club
Invest in Others Match
Jack’s Tree Service
Mildred Kelly
Rich Mallette
Kae Pankow
Pepsico Match
Saginaw Area Catholic Schools
Saginaw Probation Officers

St. Matthews 
Paul Schroeder
Lynn Schutter
Ray Taylor
Sue VanAisdal

Friend 
Anonymous
James Clement
First United Methodist Women
Delores Gale
Amy Geer
Patsy Getting
Great Lakes Bay Region Council 
   of  Women Realtors
Teri Jarema
Catherine Rousseau
Joy Welense 

Honorariums
To Honor Mr. & Mrs. James  
Amidon’s 50th Anniversary
Roger & Carole Grates

To Honor Suzanne Greenberg’s 
   50th Birthday
Jane Anderson
Tammy Bernier

To Honor Mr. & Mrs. Gerald 
Myers  50th Anniversary
Roger & Carole Grates

To Honor Pam Winters
Duperon Corporation

Memorials
In Memory of Fredrick     
   Sherwood
Duperon Corporation

In Memory of William Johnson
David & Tammy Bernier

In Memory of Georgina King
Bruce & Jan King

In Memory of Russell Packard
Greg & Sandy Bell
Wayne & Kelly Brown

In Memory of Clarence Rivette
Pari Michalski

In Memory of Duane Timm
Greg & Sandy Bell

“Being a Voice for Michigan 
Children” was this year’s 
theme for the kick-
off event for the 
Child Abuse Preven-
tion Month held on 
the steps of the State Capital.  
With a bus provided by the Children’s Trust 
Fund, 18 volunteers, CAN supporters and staff 
took part in a rally, procession and planting of a 
pinwheel garden to show support for child abuse 
prevention programs in the state.  

Locally, community partners along Michigan 
Avenue showed their support with blue ribbons 
tied to trees in front of their business.  Busi-
ness partners sold pinwheels to raise funds and 
provide a prevention message of what one person 
can do to stop child abuse.  Long time supporters, 
St. Matthews Episcopal Church members collected 
monetary donations and items through the “Fill A 
VAN for CAN” program.  

New this year, the  “For the Children” event was 
hosted by First Congregation Church as a celebra-
tion of CAP Month activities.  Reverend Dr. Todd 
Farley provided a visual theatre interpretation of 
Shel Silverstein’s  “The Giving Tree” read by Drewe 
Robinson, CAN Board Chair.  Adding to the event 
were a vocal presentation from David Brown, 
SASA student;  piano selections performed by 
Catherine and Hannah Hart and lunch provided by 
Subway and the Women’s Fellowship.

Thank you to all who supported Child Abuse 
Prevention Month!

LEAVE A LEGACY THROUGH PLANNED GIVING

You can insure that the CAN Council continues to provide services to thousands of children and adults for generations to come by considering a ‘planned gift’.

It’s easy to get started:
•	 Make sure your will or living trust is up-to-date and reflects your  
        charitable objectives
•	 Contact your financial planner, lawyer or accountant and ask for help
•	 Saginaw Community Foundation staff can help you select your best 
        option
•	 Think beyond cash—you can give stocks, real estate, insurance  
        policies, or personal property

A gift that keeps on giving—After 25 years, a $75,000 gift to the CAN 
Council Endowment fund produces:

•	 More than $500,000 in distributions for our mission
•	 Investments valued at more than $533,000
•	 Impact is more than 7 times the original gift
•	 The gift continues to give to the CAN Council through the  
        endowment’s annual payout in perpetuity!

Assets that could be detrimental to heirs but beneficial to a charity:
•	 Savings bonds
•	 Annuity Contracts
•	 Retirement Assets like IRA, 401(k)
•	 Assets that have income tax associated with them

Why consider a planned gift?
•	 Bequest gifts avoid estate tax
•	 You retain control while competent prior to death
•	 Easy to complete through Will or Trust changes

Contact Suzanne or Delores at CAN Council at (989) 752-7226
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10 a.m. Registration 
11 a.m. Ride Begins 

Dinner Served from 5 to 7 p.m. 
Raffles and Door Prizes 

Proceeds to benefit: 

Grand Central Sports Bar & Grill 
3504 State Street, Saginaw 
Pre-registration available 

Contact Ken at (517) 819-2633, Amy at (989) 529-0091 or Delores at (989)752-7226

$10 per Bike/Vehicle 
$10 per Person Dinner  

ALL Vehicles Welcome! 

JOIN US AT THE WILDER RD., BAY CITY  
McDONALD’S RESTAURANT FOR OUR  

ANNUAL ROOFSIT FUNDRAISER  
JULY 21 

WITH DEMAS ON THE ROOF 

AND COME TO THE WIOG LIZARD FAIR
At the Dow Diamond in  

Midland 
AUGUST 7, 2011

Featuring:
Big Time Rush

Flo Rida
Runner Runner 

Jay Sean

Purchase tickets at the CAN Council today- 
Only $20 for the Pavilion Area!


